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Adventure MY ESCAPES

The Most Influential Man in Surfing

Most tycoons don't get to call surfing in Indonesia or snowboarding in British Columbia market research. But for
Quiksilver CEO BOB MCKNIGHT. it's key to stay in touch with the places that inspire his work. By Abraham Streep
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HEN BOB MCKNIGHT STARTED SELLING BOARDSHORTS ON CALIFORNIA BEACHFRONTS
35 years ago, he had little idea that he was catching a cultural wave that would carry him
to the top of a s2.3 billion sports juggernaut with an outpost in Times Square. The 53-

year-old eco-advocate isn't slowing down. Quiksilver recently acquired Rossignol and is launching
its first organic line. McKnight lives in Emerald Bay, California, with his wife and their three kids.

MY FAVORITE RIDE
I have a 6' 10" red-
and-vellow surfboard
made by a friend from
Ausrralia, Maurice
Cole. It's great for
down-the-line hollow
waves in the tropics.

MY PRIZED POSSESSION
An hourglass that was made
by John Hardy, a silver arrist
who's based in Bali. | met
Jetf Hakman in Bali and we
started Quiksilver together.
[ also mer my wife Annette in
Bali, and we went there on our
honeymoon
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<< MY GO-TO MOVIES
[ like adventure stuff,
big-bodied films like
Ben Hur, Gladiator,
Troy, and Tombstone.
And I love all of
Quentin Tarantino’s
movies.

MY COLLECTION

I've got hundreds of baseball
bats. Most are from Hall of
Famers, and theyre all signed

>> MY SCHOLARSHIP
I paid my way through col-
lege by making surf films on
an old super 8 camera.

MY FITNESS ROUTINE

[ don't like doing traditional
weights and treadmill and
all that crap. I play lots of vol-
leyball and tennis, I'm an avid
golfer, and I have a stand-up
surfboard | paddle in Emer-
ald Bay. I don't chase it like
[ used to, but if the surf’s good
I'll be out there every day.

MY WINTER PARTY

Every year | take abour 44
people to a place in Canada
called Tvax, near the coast. It’s
become kind of a famous trip.
We get a cast of characters,
go up there, and helicopter
snowboard for five days.

% MY FAVORITE HARD-ASS
George Brett. He once told
me that he wanted to go out
by hitting a weak grounder to
short, hauling ass down to first
base, and sliding in safe.

MY GETAWAY

The Mentawai islands, off
Sumatra. The surf comes up
from Antarctica, and by the
time it gets to the Mentawais,
the warter is combed and
glassy. The surf is perfectly
lined up so it comes from a
long distance. The wind blows
offshore, and there are hun-
dreds of spots.

> MY DRINK

A dark and stormy,
made with rum and
ginger beer. But it’s
got to be Black Seal
rum from Bermuda.

MY NEXT STOP
South Africa. The surf is said
to be amazing; I've heard about
it my whole life.

MY CHILL-OUT SPOT
There's a pool at the edge of
our property, overlooking the
ocean to the west. Well go surf
right in front of my house, come
back up and jump in the pool,
then run down there and catch
a few more waves. Or ['ll just
sit up there with a drink and
watch my son surf.

MY TRAVEL TIP

Bring your own pillow. I've
had too many sleepless nights
because of bad hotel pillows.

MY HIDEOUT

We have a cabin on Big
Mountain in Whitefish, Mon-
tana. The mountains are so
different from where I grew
up. The air’s thin and there's
lots of green, pine trees, and
beautiful lakes.

% MY BREAK When you're the first on a surf spot, you get ro
name it. We were in the Mentawais and there was a spot that

everyone thought was too dangerous; when we got there it was
six feet, a big old bottom-churner. I pulled into the barrel and
all of a sudden it was eight feet. I decided 1 wasn't going to make
it, so | gor as small as I could and the thing exploded on me.
Lifted me up over the falls and [ crashed on the reef. When |
came up [ was bleeding everywhere. I named it McFright.



