US AIRWAYS novemser2007

Search | ContactUs usainyays.com

HOME | THISISSUE | ARCHIVES | STAFF | SWEEPSTAKES | SPECIAL AD SECTIONS | PROFILES | HEALTHY TRAVEL | INFLIGHT INFO | ADINDEX | ADVERTISE WITH US

r‘r _/ i s 5 [} » = L w
W, = T =2 4
abilay i ] g3 DES ¥ 0 ¥
(T3 L W
I‘ F. 'I'--"'--r"E B L == -a S5 HI ¥ O
(T SR
I-Ir:l:!-r: '!"' r r . 1 '_[I FREB | O (D hy B 0
ﬂ (s I 'I' s I E i . ] [ 0 g
L - ) HO i PERRA 0 0 |30
EF DRLD
ONE UNIGUE ISLAND, TWO DISTINGT STYLES o o
SN R LMl 0 0 g
REER by o d
OVER 5
by
) DA
The mormning sun lighis the cabin as i from within. The pale gray walls and - :
canvas-covered celling slowly surfuse info a silvery glow as the soft pounding
of the ncoming tide gradually awakens sleep-dulled senses. You sirug off the X
covers, slip into a thick terry-cloth robe, and step out onto your own private A
deck.
Advertisement

It could be the end of the sarth, or it might well be the beginning. There's nothing but water ag far az the eve can see — water 2o . -
blue it's startling, o briliant it almost hurtz to look at it, 2o clear it's like glazs melted down and poured over the ocean floor. Here U
and there are patches of other colors: vivid purplez and pastel greens and subile ghades of blue that could have come from an

artizts paletts. DO = U

Meorning at & Beaches iz almost beatific in itz natural beauty. Located on the western end of the izland of Bermuda, the rezort

comprizes 18 acres of pazteral meadows, shorefront, and ye=, & =mall but inviting pink-zand beachez with 84 private “cabanaz”

built of hitech fabric stretched over aluminum frames. These soft-sided cabins featurs colorful furniturs, pertable AC/heater, ceiling

fan, refrigerator, deck, and spectacular ocean views. A handful are perched high on =stits out over the water and are connected

v long fingers of boardwalk. Acrvlic glazs windows in the floors of these cabing reveal exetic parrotfigh, snapper, moray eelz, :3" s
and even the occasional 2ea turtle in the crystalline depths below. There are no televizions, but guestz are given a cell phone they

can uze for free local calle — particularly handy if yvou'd like food or drinkzs delivered to your cabana or the beach.
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The area now home to § Beaches began itz lifs a= a national park, then becams a wirelezzs =tation for the Britizh Royal Nawy in
Warld ¥War Il. From the mid-15960= until 1953 it wa=s a Canadian miltary ba=ze; in 2000 it was reborn a= an eco-re=ort, which lazted
only two years before clozing. The =site lay vacant until reopening az § Beaches in 2005.

Be forewarned, howewer: 9 Beaches iz not the Bermuda of immaculately manicured golf courzes, 4-=tar hotelz, 24-hour room
zervice, and restaurantz =erving eleganthy prepared haute cuizine. The rooms are gmall, and rainy weather combined with tidal
zpray and ground =espage can 2emetimes maks them damp. Bathrooms offer minimal space and privacy, and the poriable
AlC/heaters labor walianthy (and with marginal 2ucces=) against extremesz of heat and coid.

But S Beaches doesn't pretend to recreate the ultra-refined (zome might 2ay stuffy) atmozphers of traditionally conzervative
Bermuda. The motto iz *flip-flopz reguired” — and even theze are barely neces=ary. What iz neces=ary iz a 2wimzuit, =hortz, T-
zhirtz, sunzcreen, and a fondness for playing in the water. %¥ou can rent a jet =ki from a vendor down by Dark 'n Stormy'z, the
rezort’z waterfront tiki bar, but zomehow tearing acrozs the priztine 2eazcape on the aguatic verzion of a Harley ==emzs akin to
ordering a bloed-rare =teak at a convention of vegetarianz. Much more appropriate are one-and two-perzon kayaks, =oms with
glazs bottoms, that requirs only modest effort to propel arcund the ghoreline and put nary a dent in the rezort’s peacsful
atrmo=phers.

There are alzo pedal boatz, Hobie Catz, and inflatable rafiz for zome =ericus lounging, but nothing brings the beauty and diversity
of Bermuda's marine life up cloee and perzonal like a =norkel, a mazk, and a st of finz. A leigurely 3wim off any of the rezort's
beaches provides an extraordinary peek at the izland’s natural environment, perhaps to be celebrated at Dark 'n Stormy’'s with —
what elze? — a Dark 'n Stormy, a potent combination of ginger beer and Gozling's Black Seal Rum that's often hailed az Bermuda’s
national drink.

Though 5 Beaches has the feel of 3 2ummer camp for adults, it offers the amenitiez you'd expect to find at a traditicnal rezort: a
reztaurant (with a zurprizinghy =ophizticated wine lizt), a 2wimming poel, a fitne=s room, tenniz courtz, an indoer bar (cpen even
when Dark 'n Stormy’z iz closed in the off-zeazen}, and a pair of computers in the main lobby for uze by guestz.

Convenient entertainment opliocnz away from 9 Beaches, on the other hand, are fairby limited. VWith itz markst, =hops, and
reztaurantz, the towen of Somerzet iz a long walk or a ghort bike (or 2cooter) ride away. (Bikez and 2cooters are available for
rental at the rezort, and =ome packages include their use.} A quick trip on the rezort'z shuttle (35 per perzon, one way) takes vou
to the Dockyard, a former Britizh Mawvy outpost that now =2erves as a cruize-zhip port and tourizt attraction. Here vou'll find a
convenience store, boutigues, the popular Frog and Onion Pub, the Bermuda Maritime Muszeum and Dolphin Quest (you can go for a
zwim with the dolphinz}, and Dockyard Glazsworks, where onlookers watch artizanz shape blobs of molten glazs into brillianthy
colorful pieces.

Or vou can kick off yvour flip-fleps and wiggle your toes in the =and. 9 Beachesz iz that kind of place.

I[N HAMILTON

Fairmont Hamilton Princess
76 Pittz Bay Rd. 866.540 4447 fairmont.com

A5 Cooper & Sons, Ltd.
59 Front St.441. 2095 3561 coopersbermuda.com

Kirk's Jewelry
&7 Front St. 441.256. 5428

Gosling's
Frent and Queen strests 441.255.1123

Chatham House
83 Front Strest 441 202 2422

Hog Penny Restaurant & Pub
5 Burnaby Hill 441.252 2534 hogpennypub.com

Fresco's Restaurant & Wine Bar
2 Chancery Lane 441.295 5058 bermuda.comifrescos/main.htm

VWaterloo House
100 Pittz Bay Rd. 800465 4100 waterloochouse.com

The evening sun sinks slowly beneath the horizon, dragging the burnished
golden complexion of the day with it. In the harbor, the bobbing boats — from

dusk. White-painted homes studding the hills beyond the water are replaced
by pinpoints of bright light, an earthbound starscape.

The water churng with the final departure of the local ferry, the laughter and noizy converzations of ite passengers rizing into the
night =kv. v'ou =aze into a big Adirondack chair at the edge of the seawall that overlooks the harbor and =ip a Cuba Libre from the
cutdoor bar. The tiny red dot of a fat Moentscrizsto purchased from a nearby cigar shop joins the panoply of lightz across the way.
Thiz iz a pretty =pecial place to be, and vou can't help but thinking that vou must do it again tomorrow.

At the Fairmont Hamilton Princess, the grand dame of Bermuda hotels, the lap of luxury iz as easy to 2ink into as i iz difficult to
relinguizh. Built in 1835, the hotel iz named for Princess Louize, the fourth daughter of Queen Victoria and wife of the Governor
General of Canada; Louize made repeated vizits to the izland, reportedly to ezcape both the bitter winterz in Canada and her
huzband. There may be more opulent and expensive hotelz in Bermuda — hotelz with ample beachfrontz and superior faciltisz and
picture-perfect golf courzes — but none convey quite the =ame =ense of grandeur as the massive pink Princess, which 2preads
out aleng Hamitton Harbor just a few blocks from the cibv's downtown.

The Princess iz the epitome of old Bermuda: gentlemen in nsathy pressed shorts (Bermuda, of courze) with proper blazer and
regimental tie, the cordial greetings and air of quist rezerve of the residents, the relaxed pace of traffic, even downtown. If &
Beaches iz a high-revving duns buggy, thiz iz a buffed and polizhed Bentley. Ingide, the 122-vear-cld hotel iz equalty grand, the
recipient of a S30 milion makeower. Off the glegant main lobbw, clad in gleaming earth-toned marble, iz a cozy sitting arsa replete
with fireplace, grand piano, antigue furniturg, and owver-stuffed lsather chairg. Thiz arsa gives way to the Heritags Court loungs,
where time glows to a crawl a2 yvou relax at the bar with a well-mads martini.
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1igh tea speaks Lo Bermuada’s genteel and
? civilized Britisn heritage. A selection or 19
a

LEdSs IS DITerea, orewea in oricisn

SIIVET Lea SELS ana served in

ine :_i-.-L!_,j.-,._l | China.

But perhaps nothing 2peaks te Bermuda's genteel, civilized Britizh heritage ag much as itz high tea, conzidered one of the finest thiz
zide of Albion. The best place to take thiz afternoon delight iz just bevond the Court proper, at one of 2everal low tables =urrounded
bv plugh leather chairs againzt a wall of glags, where vou'll have a view of the lughly landzcaped koi pond. A =election of 14 teas
iz offered, brewed in Britizh zilver tea zets and 2erved in cups of fine Belgian china on flawlezs kalian linen tablecloths. A three-
tiered tray arrives, bearing an array of delicacies that change with the seazon — perhaps finger gandwiches of Parma prosciutto
and cantaloupe with chive-champagne butter, a tapenade of cucumber and sun-dried termate on tiny Bermuda onion rolle, or flaky
pear-amandineg tartz. And theze are always accompanied by what must undoubtedhy be the lightsst, most delectable 2conss
zerved on the planst.

Adfter that, it's time for a nap, or maybe a 2wim in one of the two pocolz (one heated freshwater, the other unheated zaltwater).
Though the hotsl occupies a lengthy stretch of waterfront, it has no beach, so vou must take the ferry to it sizter property, the
Fairmont Southampton, to get vour ration of gun and 2and. Alzo at the Southampton are tennie courtz and a 2,684-vard par-three
golf courze, available to all Fairmont guests.

For thoze who prefer le2s strenucus activities in an indoor getting, =hopping and dining cpportunities are plentiful in Hamilton. Art,
fine china, cashmers, perfume, cigars, jewelry, and antigues are abundant in the finy citv's upscale shops. A5 Cooper & Sons ig
Berrmuda’s oldest retailer of china and glazsware; Kirk's lewelry iz a tiny bastion of tasteful, elegant pieces. For a bottle of
Berrmuda’s renowned Black Seal Rum, make a stop at Gozling’s at Front and Queen streetz. And cigar aficionados will want to plan
an extended vizit to Chatham Houge and peruze itz impressive selection of Cuban brands.

Restaurantzs in Bermuda are expenzive, but there are many establishmentz where yvou can get a casual and (relatively) affordable
meal. Hog Penny Restaurant & Pub iz one of Hamilton's best-known dining 2potz, a good place for a pint of beer, fizh'n chips, and
the izland’s signature figh chowder, traditionally finizhed with a 2plazh of rum (Gosling’s Black Seal, naturally) and sherry peppers.

Hobie Cats at 8 Heaches

More adventurcuz fare iz found at Frezco’s Restaurant & VWine Bar, where local fizh like mahimahi comes with a plantain crust and
lime-tomate mejo and the wine list includes offerings hailing froem Burgundy to the Napa Walley. And there's no better uze of a lazy
zummer day than to lunch on the patio at Waterleo Houze, only inches from the waterz of Hamiltton Harbor, 2avoring a lobster BLT
with a glazs of crizp Sauvignon Blanc — and resting =ecure in the knowledge that yet another 2pectacular Bermudan zunzet wil

z00n be yours.

HOW TO GET THERE
US Airways flies nons top from Philadelphia to Bermuda daily, and from Reagan Mational Airpert in Washington, D.C., three times a

week.

HOW TO GET ARQUHND
Touriztz aren't permitted to rent cars, 2o vour tranzportation choices are limited to cabs, motor 2cooters, and public transportation.
Cab= are pricey: The fare from Bermuda Intsrnational Airport to 9 Beaches runz at least $50. Scooter rentalz are cheaper but

demand a certain level of bravery and expertize. Buzes and ferriez are the least expenzive modes of travel. Go to gov.bm and
click “Tranzport™ to find out mors.

AT 9 BEACHES

9 Beaches
4 Danielz Head Lane 865.641.9005% beaches.com

Bermuda Maritime Museum and Dolphin Quest
15 Maritime Lane Royal Mavy Dockyard 441.234 1418 bmm.bm &00.248 3316 dolphinguest.orc

The Frog and Onion Pulb
1 Maritim= Lane Royal Navy Dockyard 441.234 2800 frogandonion.bm

Dockyard Glassworks
1% Maritime Lane Roval Navy Dockyard 441.234.4216 dockglass.com

Bill Citara is 8 restaurant oritic for the Mismi New Timez. Prior to moving to Florida, he was the wine oitic for the San Freneizco
Examiner.
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